HENRY COUNTY
ABBEVILLE--See INDEX OF MUNICIPAL LAWS

AGRICULTURE
Agricultural school and experiment station--1888, 1036; 1894, 368
Crop Lien Law reenacted--1886, 164
Livery stable keepers liens--1892, 182
Livestock strays--1828, 32
Seed, sale of adulterated, prohibited--1909, 419
Stock laws districts--1886, 739
Stock laws election--1884, 662

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES
Draft or keg beer and malt beverages, sale authorized--2009-376, 699
Sale regulated--1859, 563; 1861, 174; 1866, 42; 1880, 171; 1882, 358; 1886, 695; 1888, 253, 803; 1890,
85, 88,571, 1241, 1244; 1892, 876; 1896, 602, 1062, 1468; 1898, 367, 373, 376, 1339; 1907, 299,
791
Sales near church or school, regulated--2003-355, 842
Wine, manufacture and sale--1900, 2061

BANKS
Branch banks authorized--1973, 136
Depository, designation--1949, 535

BOARD OF EDUCATION
Annual financial statement required--1923, 99
Compensation--(GBLA) 1963, 488; (GBLA) 1971, 1998; (GBLA) 1977, 932; 2023-395
Election by districts--87-335, 482
Expense allowance--81-261, 345; repealed--86-385, 571
Teachers, appointment--1939, 147

BOARD OF EQUALIZATION
Compensation--1978, 1840
Expense allowance--(GBLA) 1969, 392; amended--(GBLA) 1971, 1679

BOARD OF HEALTH
Fees for certain services--88-323, 491

BOARD OF REGISTRARS
Compensation--81-912, 49; repealed-2003-153, 456
Election officers, compensation--(GBLA) 1965 Sp. Sess., 183; amended--(GBLA) 1971, 1678
Expense allowance--(GBLA) 1969, 766; amended--(GBLA) 1971, 1681
Poll tax, assessment and distribution--1871, 349; 1880, 228
Poll workers, compensation--87-336, 491

BOATS
Ferries, purchase legalized--1890, 572



BOUNDARIES
Altered--1821, 71; 1831, 29; 1832, 66; 1843, 87; 1878, 228; 1903, 225

CLERK, CIRCUIT COURT
Clerical assistance--1959, 670; 1973, 765
Fees in criminal cases--1919, 66; amended--1927, 166

CLERK, COUNTY COURT
Clerk, compensation--1838, 180

COLUMBIA--See INDEX OF MUNICIPAL LAWS

CONSTABLES
Beat four, execution of process--1884, 607
Deputy, allowed--1845, 127; 1890, 1374
Fees established--1890, 67; 1898, 722, 985

CORONER
Compensation--1978, 908; 1978, 1839; 84-646, 1300; repealed--90-434, 598; 2007-485, 1032
Employment benefits--2018-100

COUNTY COMMISSION--See also COURT OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Compensation--81-913, 49; amended--89-259, 374
Election by districts, probate judge chair--87-334, 473
Expense allowance--(GBLA) 1969, 645; (GBLA) 1971, 2980
Federal Equal Opportunity Act, county commission to appropriate funds to qualify--(GBLA) 1965 2nd
Sp. Sess., 187
Outdoor events, issuance and regulation of permit requirement--2024-317
Special transaction fee--2003-279, 674

COUNTY OFFICERS
Constitutional Amendment 687--2000-363 (ratified 2000)--Supernumerary offices abolished,
participation in employees’ retirement system.

COUNTY SEAT
Commissioners to select site--1835, 63
Location--1823, 112; 1827, 29; 1828, 32; 1832, 93; 1833, 99; 1859, 560; 1878, 272

COURT COSTS
Increased for county jail--93-386, 663; amended--95-362, 731
Increased for juvenile court services fund--96-628, 1000
Pretrial diversion fund-2003-225, 566; amended -- 2005-121, 201; amended--2010-739, 1867

Constitutional Amendment 403 (ratified 1982)--Legislature authorized to regulate court costs.
Constitutional Amendment 816--2007-208 (ratified 2008)--Legislature authorized to regulate court
costs.

COURT OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS--See also COUNTY COMMISSION
Annual financial statement, required--1923, 60; repealed--1966, 167
Commissioners, powers, duties, terms--1821, 70; 1933, 35; 1935, 55; 1947, 58; 1949, 323
Compensation--1845, 180; 1872, 142; 1875, 397; 1949, 323; 1957, 358; 1963, 238
Debts, issuance of warrants--1923, 228



Debts, limit fixed--1919, 99

Districts altered--1878, 208; 1923, 58; 1932, 91; 1935, 55; 1939, 364; 1947, 58
Election--1919, 95; 1923, 58; 1932, 91; 1935, 55

Finances, committee appointed--1837, 100

Finances regulated--1845, 164

Local legislation, payment for advertising--1919, 170

Proceedings legalized--1855, 117

Surety bonds, official premiums--1935, 228; repealed--1939, 155

Time of holding--1840, 59

COURT, CHANCERY
Attached to 10th district--1869, 402
Location--1888, 32
Term--1871, 60, 344
Time of holding--1872, 148; 1878, 93; 1888, 32

COURT, CIRCUIT

Attached to 12th Judicial Circuit--1903, 568

Civil process, return day--1886, 988

Clerk-secretary, appointment (20th Jud. Cir.)--1959, 735; 1967, 564; 1969, 259; 1973, 134, 137

Family court division established (20th Jud. Cir.)--1975, 1168

Fines, criminal cases--1919, 96

Judge, compensation (20th Jud. Cir.)--1963, 208; 1971, 3261

Judge, expense allowance (20th Jud. Cir.)--1975, 1697

Judgeship, additional (20th Jud. Cir.)--1966, 266; 1975, 1168; 90-539, 843

Judgeship created (20th Jud. Cir.)--2006-385, 984

Location--1884, 726; 1900, 583

Pretrial diversion program (20th Jud. Cir.)--2003-225, 566; amended--2010-739, 1867

Reporter, compensation--(20th Jud. Cir.) 1957, 1132; (GBLA) 1969, 1449; amended--(GBLA) 1971,
1681; (20th Jud. Cir.) 1971, 1939; repealed--(GBLA) 1971, 1943; (20th Jud. Cir.) 1975, 1385, 2040;
(20th Jud. Cir.) 93-695, 1331

Service of process by mail--82-323, 435

Sessions at Dothan--1894, 98

Terms--1869, 62; 1876, 147; 1892, 780; 1894, 89; 1896, 796

Time of holding--1821, 10; 1842, 68; 1878, 83; 1880, 37; 1884, 726; 1886, 134; 1890, 913, 1354; 1900,
583; 1909, 27; 1911, 214

Witnesses, compensation--1870, 85; 1875, 347; 1919, 72

COURT, COUNTY
Abolished--1973, 705
Arrest warrants, issuance--1932, 121
Time of holding--1822, 5; 1827, 11

COURT, DISTRICT
Vacancies filling--1977, 710

COURT, INFERIOR
Established--1973, 705

COURT, PROBATE
Assessment and collection of ad valorem tax on motor vehicles, duties, referendum--96-607, 957; 2000-



567, 1048
Compensation, office staff and supplies--82-749, 223
Judge, chair of county commission--87-334, 473
Judge, compensation--1853, 170; repealed--1855, 103
Judge, reimbursed for monetary loss--2001-339, 433
Noncollectible negotiable instruments for licenses--2001-340, 434
Property levied upon, advertising--1861, 18; repealed--1866, 320
Purchasing agent, judge designated--1935, 245
Recording fees--96-594, 939
Redemption of land, duties transferred to tax collector--83-547, 846
Transaction fees, referendum--96-593, 938; additional special fee--2003-279, 674

Constitutional Amendment 403 (ratified 1982)--Legislature authorized to regulate compensation of
probate judge.

Constitutional Amendment 902--2015-128 (ratified 2016)--Judge, age restriction at time of qualifying or
appointment extended to age 72.

COURTHOUSE
Bonds, issuance authorized--1885, 135
Building committee, appointment--1845, 169
Closing--(GBLA) 1963, 312; amended--(GBLA) 1971, 1676
Library fees fund expended for maintenance of courtrooms, law library, and offices of judges--95-660,
1372
Location--1844, 29

Constitutional Amendment 237 (ratified 1965)--Bond issue for construction authorized.

DISTRICT ATTORNEY--See also SOLICITOR, COUNTY
Assistant, appointment and compensation (20th Jud. Cir.)--1975, 303, 349
Deputy for Henry County established (20th Jud. Cir.)--1971, 2027; 1973, 764
Deputy for Houston County abolished (20th Jud. Cir.)--1975, 303
Pretrial diversion program, established--2003-225, 566; amended--2005-121, 201; amended--2010-739,
1867
Secretary, appointment and compensation (20th Jud. Cir.)--1963, 599; 1969, 260; 1973, 138
Solicitor's fund (20th Jud. Cir.)--1959, 1044

ELECTIONS
Districts defined--1821, 41; 1823, 91; 1824, 113; 1826, 24; 1871, 382
Election officers, compensation--(GBLA) 1965 Sp. Sess., 183; amended--(GBLA) 1971, 1678
Poll tax, assessment and distribution--1871, 349; 1880, 228
Poll workers, compensation--87-336, 491
Provided for--1822, 54

ENGINEER, COUNTY
Office established, duties--1947, 60
Qualifications, exempt from state law--79-571, 1020

ESTABLISHMENT OF COUNTY
Henry County established--December 13, 1819



ESTATES
Irvin, William, estate--1853, 249

FINE AND FORFEITURE FUND
Claims--1919, 60
Fees paid from--1919, 66; 1932, 62
Finances, committee appointed--1837, 100
Finances regulated--1845, 164
Fines required to be paid in money--1919, 96
Regulated--1915, 367

FIRE PROTECTION
Forest protection districts, created--1949, 323
Tobacco tax--89-703, 1398
Woods burning, prohibited--1853, 183

Constitutional Amendment 604--96-402 (ratified 1996)--Ad valorem tax levied for fire protection.

GAME AND FISH
Fish, preservation--1931, 159; 1945, 116; 1947, 243
Game and birds, protection--1903, 721

HEADLAND--See INDEX OF MUNICIPAL LAWS

HEALTH
Board of health, fees for certain services--88-323, 491
Protective custody of mentally ill under certain conditions--2022-102

HIGHWAYS AND BRIDGES

Construction and maintenance--1853, 167, 215; 1857, 327; 1900, 2497; 1903, 661; 1919, 100; 1921, 76;
1927, 167

Engineer, office established, duties--1947, 60

Engineer, qualifications exempt from state law--79-571, 1020

Omursa Creek, declared highway--1859, 558

Road supervisor, appointment--1866, 29; repealed--1870, 91

Road supervisor, office established--1932, 89; amended--1933, 28; 1935, 234; 1939, 184; 1943, 232;
repealed--1947, 60

Road work, provided--1907, 429, 824; repealed--1915, 50; 1923, 326; repealed--1927, 164; 1931, 55

HOSPITALS
Insurance required by board--(GBLA) 1971, 2027

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT
Constitutional Amendment 729--2001-776 (ratified 2002)--Economic and industrial development.

JAILS
Booking fee authorized--2018-226
Funding from court costs for new county jail--93-386, 663; amended--95-362, 731
Special property tax for construction--1838, 185
Jail store operated by sheriff--96-591, 936



JUNKYARDS
Licensing--2001-341, 436

JURIES
Commission, compensation--(GBLA) 1961, 168, 480; (GBLA) 1969, 767; amended--(GBLA) 1971,
1682
Compensation--1830, 34; 1838, 168; 1839, 105; 1844, 192; 1845, 54, 167; 1849, 393; 1853, 214; 1859,
43; 1870, 85; 1875, 347
Summoning--1844, 37; 1845, 158, 189

JUSTICES OF PEACE
Jury trials--1842, 148
Registration of judgments--1898, 77

JUVENILES
Juvenile court services fund established from court costs--96-628, 1000
Southeast Alabama Youth Services Board, established--2003-246, 1st Sp. Sess., 599; amended and
renamed--2006-87, 107
Southeast Human Development Board, established--2006-87, 107

KINSEY--See INDEX OF MUNICIPAL LAWS

LAW LIBRARY
Established--1959, 1044
Fee fund expended for maintenance of courtrooms, law library, and offices of judges--95-660, 1372

LICENSES
Motor vehicles, issuance by mail--2000-427, 785
Noncollectible negotiable instruments for licenses--2001-340, 434

LOTTERY
School academy, lottery for construction--1827, 91; 1828, 66; 1829, 39

MILITIA
Companies authorized--1864, 31
Volunteer company authorized--1845, 132

MOBILE HOMES
Transaction fees on mobile homes and real property for general county purposes, referendum--96-592,
936

MOTOR VEHICLES
Assessment and collection of tax, duties--2000-567, 1048

Assessment and collection of tax, duties, referendum--96-607, 957
Licenses, issuance by mail--2000-427, 785

PERMITS
Outdoor events--2024-317

PRISONS
Prisoners food allowance--(GBLA) 1973, 763
Work release program--1975, 1359

PROBATE JUDGE--See COURT, PROBATE



PROPERTY
Commissioners to select quarter section--1825, 54
Exempt from sale--1837, 96
Judgements, property levied on, advertisement--1861, 18; repealed--1866, 320
Land sale, validated--1871, 156
Recording fees--96-594, 939
Redemption of land, duties--83-547, 846
School lands, sale--1864, 150
Transaction fees, referendum--96-592, 936

PUBLICATION
Legal notices--1878, 28; repealed--1880, 228

RECORDS
Clerk's transcription--1827, 44
Lost--1842, 88; 1845, 186
Provision for--1842, 64
Recording fees--96-594, 939
Transferred to Houston County--1907, 647

RELIEF ACTS
Grimsley, F. A.--1900, 2644
Hendley, J. Z.--1898, 787
McLendon, W. A.--1894, 917; 1898, 330
Walker, Albert C. and John F., relieved of disabilities of nonage--1898, 1128

REVENUE COMMISSIONER

Assessment and collection of ad valorem tax on motor vehicles transferred to office of judge of probate
referendum--96-607, 957; 2000-567, 1048

Budgetary operations--2017-44

Clerical assistance--83-559, 857; amended--84-416, 997

Compensation--85-930, 1985 2nd Sp. Sess., 229; 88-610, 951

Expense allowance--2003-152, 455; ratified and confirmed--2009-322, 549; 2017-44

Office established--83-559, 857

Transaction fee on mobile homes and real property for general county purposes, referendum--96-592,
936

SCHOOLS
Academy, lottery for building--1827, 91; 1828, 66; 1829, 39
Alcoholic beverage sales, regulated near schools--2003-335, 842
Ashford school district created--1896, 1211; 1898, 604
Baker school district created--1888, 705
Blackwood's school district created--1892, 1178
Bowen school district created--1892, 318
Columbia school district created--1900, 1157
Cottonwood school district created--1900, 522
County Line school district created--1900, 1354
Districts altered--1886, 887
Edwin school district created--1900, 763
Halesburg school district created--1900, 1637



Headland school district created--1894, 697; 1898, 1211
Kinsey school district created--1898, 1568; 1903, 330
Reynolds school district created--1894, 125; 1896, 990
Sales and use tax distribution--1973, 1316

School lands, sale--1864, 150

Smyrna school district created--1900, 758

Southeast Alabama agricultural experiment station and school, sale of property--1896, 956
Teachers, appointment--1939, 147

Textbooks--1900, 1321

Trustees, election--1935, 264

Union Hill school district created--1894, 22

Webb school district created--1900, 505

SHERIFF
Advertising of sales--1851, 449
Automobile expense allowance--(GBLA) 1957, 181; repealed--(GBLA) 1961, 399; (GBLA) 1961, 398
Booking fee authorized--2018-226
Compensation--1853, 170; repealed--1855, 103; 96-410, 518; 2000-423, 782
Compensation, ex officio services--1838, 180; 1896, 694
Deputies commissioned, badge and pistol at retirement--2001-894, 3rd Sp. Sess., 718
Deputy or clerk, appointment--1959, 670
Employment compensation, use of discretionary funds authorized--2014-127, 239
Expense allowance--1959, 1690
Fees in criminal cases--1919, 66; amended--1927, 166
Jail store--96-591, 936
Offices--1826, 27
Pistol permit fees--(GBLA) 1969, 751; amended--(GBLA) 1971, 1679; 83-558, 856, amended--95-661,
1373
Prisoners food allowance--(GBLA) 1973, 763
Property levied, advertising--1861, 18; repealed--1866, 320
Protective custody of mentally ill under certain conditions--2022-102
Service of process by mail--82-323, 435
Service of process fee, fund--2008-433, 835; amended--2018-130
Work release fund--2011-335, 609
Work release program--1975, 1359

SOLICITOR, COUNTY--See also DISTRICT ATTORNEY
Compensation--(GBLA) 1963, 567; amended--(GBLA) 1971, 1677
Office abolished--1971, 2027

SOUTHEAST ALABAMA YOUTH SERVICES BOARD
Established, duties and powers--2003-246, 1st Sp. Sess., 599; amended and renamed--2006-87, 107;
amended and renamed--2008-495, 1079
Southeast Human Development Board, established--2006-87, 107; renamed--2008-495, 1079
Southeast Alabama Human Development Council, established--2008-495, 1079

SUPERINTENDENT OF EDUCATION
Appointment--1931, 112; referendum, repealed--87-546, 837
Compensation--1931, 112; 1945, 39; 1953, 74; 1957, 138; 1961, 435; (GBLA) 1965 Sp. Sess., 209;
(GBLA) 1969, 694, (GBLA) 1971, 2028; (GBLA) 1977, 700; 81-260, 345; 85-385, 331; 91-785,
1991 1st Sp. Sess., 174



Election--1931, 112; referendum, repealed--87-546, 837
Expense allowance--(GBLA) 1969, 1668; (GBLA) 1971, 2026; 81-262, 346; amended--86-476, 908
Office supplies and equipment--1953, 200

TAX ASSESSOR

Assessment and collection of ad valorem tax on motor vehicles transferred to office of judge of probate,
referendum--96-607, 957

Assessment method, altered--1840, 97

Blanks--1864, 142

Clerical assistance--1951, 1279; (GBLA) 1969, 393; amended--(GBLA) 1971, 1680; (GBLA) 1973,
762; (GBLA) 1976, 231; 79-570, 1020; 83-548, 847

Duties altered--1855, 129; 1932, 124

Office abolished--83-559, 857

Poll tax, assessment and distribution--1871, 349; 1880, 228

TAX COLLECTOR
Assessment and collection of ad valorem tax on motor vehicles transferred to office of judge of probate,
referendum--96-607, 957
Clerical assistance--1951, 1279; (GBLA) 1969, 393; amended--(GBLA) 1971, 1680; (GBLA) 1973,
762; (GBLA) 1976, 231; 79-570, 1020; 83-548, 847
Office abolished--83-559, 857
Redemption of land, duties--83-547, 846

TAXATION
Fertilizer tax--1894, 368
Gasoline tax, fund surplus--1933, 36; payment of debt--1936, 92
Lodging tax, authorized, referendum--2023-431
Poll tax, assessment and distribution--1871, 349; 1880, 228
Road tax--1931, 55
Sales and use tax--1973, 1316, referendum--2004-459, 865
Special property tax--1820, 80; 1821, 70; 1823, 85; 1825, 26; 1838, 185; 1840, 102; 1844, 16; 1874, 545
Tobacco tax--89-703, 1398

Constitutional Amendment 604--96-402 (ratified 1996)--Ad valorem tax levied for fire protection.

TREASURER, COUNTY
Election--1853, 170
Office abolished--1915, 220
Semiannual statements--1871, 381

VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENTS
Constitutional Amendment 604--96-402 (ratified 1996)--Ad valorem tax levied for fire protection.

VOTERS
Election officers, compensation--(GBLA) 1965 Sp. Sess., 183; amended--(GBLA) 1971, 1678
Poll tax, assessment and distribution--1871, 349; 1880, 228
Poll workers, compensation--87-336, 491

WATER AND WATERCOURSES
Ferries, purchase legalized--1890, 572
Omursa Creek, declared highway--1859, 558



WILLS--See ESTATES
LOCAL LAWS APPLYING TO MUNICIPALITIES OF HENRY COUNTY

ABBEVILLE

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES
Dispensary established--1903, 87

BOUNDARIES
Corporate limits altered--1947, 244; 1953, 38, 883; 1961, 1077

COURT, CIRCUIT
Holding--1884, 725

GOVERNING BODY
Bonds, issuance authorized--1898, 1266; repealed--1900, 1076

INCORPORATION
Abbeville incorporated--1871, 261; 1896, 1468; 1898, 465

JAILS
Location--1884, 728

PROPERTY
Lots, sale authorized--1834, 36

STREETS
Working on required--1884, 765

COLUMBIA

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES
Dispensary established--1898, 670

BOUNDARIES
Corporate limits altered--1870, 139

COURT, CIRCUIT
Holding--1884, 726

DISPENSARY
Established--1898, 670

FERRIES
Purchase, legalized--1890, 572

GOVERNING BODY
Bonds, issuance authorized--1890, 1268



INCORPORATION
Columbia incorporated--1869, 55; 1880, 440; 1886, 445; 1890, 1260; 1894, 593

PROPERTY
Lots, sale--1843, 81

TAXATION
License tax--1890, 1266

DOTHAN

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES
Sales on Sunday authorized for off-premises consumption, referendum--2013-238, 571

HEADIAND

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES
Dispensary abolished--1907, 782
Dispensary established--1900, 78

BOUNDARIES
Corporate limits altered--1957, 80

COURT, PROBATE
Constitutional Amendment 902--2015-128 (ratified 2016)--Judge, age restriction at time of qualifying or
appointment extended to age.

INCORPORATION
Headland incorporated--1892, 892; 1892, 893; 1900, 1241

POLICE
Surety bonds, required--1915, 457

KINSEY

BOUNDARIES
Corporate limits altered--1911, 159

INCORPORATION
Kinsey incorporated--1892, 567

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS

COUNTY OFFICERS
Constitutional Amendment 687--2000-363 (ratified 2000)--Supernumerary offices abolished,
participation in employees’ retirement system.

COURT COSTS
Constitutional Amendment 403 (ratified 1982)--Legislature authorized to regulate court costs and
compensation of probate judge.



Constitutional Amendment 816--2007-208 (ratified 2008)--Legislature authorized to regulate court
costs.

COURT, PROBATE
Constitutional Amendment 403 (ratified 1982)--Legislature authorized to regulate court costs and
compensation of probate judge.
Constitutional Amendment 902--2015-128 (ratified 2016)--Judge, age restriction at time of qualifying or
appointment extended to age 72.

COURTHOUSE
Constitutional Amendment 237 (ratified 1965)--Bond issue for construction authorized.

FIRE PROTECTION
Constitutional Amendment 604--96-402 (ratified 1996)--Ad valorem tax levied for fire protection.

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT
Constitutional Amendment 729--2001-776 (ratified 2002)--Economic and industrial development.

TAXATION
Constitutional Amendment 604--96-402 (ratified 1996)--Ad valorem tax levied for fire protection.

VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENTS
Constitutional Amendment 604--96-402 (ratified 1996)--Ad valorem tax levied for fire protection.
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